
 

Special Report No.  285   ISSN 0899-420x                                         September 2008
Pro-Life Missionaries to the World®

Board of Directors  
Patricia Pitkus Bainbridge, MA, Chairman
Richard J.  Clair, Esq.
William F.  Colliton, Jr., M.D.
Rev.  Thomas J.  Euteneuer, STL 
Rev.  Barnabas Laubach, OSB, STM
Kelly S.  McGinn, Esq.
B. Larry Jenkins
Stuart W. Nolan Jr. Esq.
Francis X. Dennehy, M.D.
 
Officers   
Rev.  Thomas J.  Euteneuer, President
Michael Mueller, Executive Vice President
Lori R.  Hunt, Secretary
Amy Shenk, Treasurer

Chaplain
Rev.  Frank Papa, S.O.L.T.

HLI Rome Office
Rev.  Msgr.  Ignacio Barreiro, JD, STD   
 Executive Director 
  
HLI Miami–Hispanic Division
Magaly Llaguno
 Executive Director 
  
International Advisors  
Jose Cardinal Freire Falcao, Brazil 
Ricardo Cardinal Vidal, Philippines
Archbishop John Onaiyekan, Nigeria
Rev.  Karol Meissner, OSB, MD, Poland 
Rev.  Msgr.  Michel Schooyans, PhD, Belgium
Deacon John Poirier, Canada  
Rudolf Ehmann, MD, Switzerland  
Babette Francis, Australia  
Peggy Norris, MD, England  
Josef Roetzer, MD, Austria  

USA Advisors
Judie Brown
Rev.  Johnny Hunter
Rabbi Yehuda Levin
Vincent McGrath
Joseph Scheidler
Debi Vinnedge

HLI Affiliates and Associates
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Barbados 
Belarus 
Belgium
Belize
Benin
Bolivia
Brazil
Burkina Faso
Cameroon
Chile
Colombia
Costa Rica
Croatia
Cuba
Curacao
Czech Republic
Democratic 
Republic of 
Congo
Dominican 
Republic
East Timor
Ecuador
El Salvador

Germany
Grenada
Guatemala
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
India (3)
Indonesia
Ireland
Jamaica
Japan
Kenya
Latvia 
Lithuania
Malawi
Malaysia
Malta 
Mexico
Mozambique
Mynamar 
Nicaragua 
Nigeria 
Panama (2) 
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines (3)
Poland

Portugal
Puerto Rico
Republic of 
Congo
Romania
Russia (2)
Serbia
Singapore
Slovakia  
South Africa
South Korea
Spain
Sri Lanka
St. Lucia
St. Vincent
Switzerland
Tanzania
Taiwan
Thailand
Trinidad
Uganda
Ukraine
Uruguay (2)
Venezuela
Vietnam
Zimbabwe (2)

 Human Life internationaL’s

SPECIAL REPORT

Human Life International 
4 Family Life Lane
Front Royal, VA 22630
www.hli.org

540.635.7884 (Phone)
540.622.6247 (Fax)
Email: hli@hli.org

Dear HLI Friends and Supporters, 

In this unique edition of Special Report, instead of sharing missionary trips from 
abroad, I would like to introduce you to HLI’s newest global outreach initiative, 
which launched in earnest right here at HLI-Central in Front Royal, Virginia, this 
past summer.  HLI’s Regional Coordinator Program is an exciting new plan 
designed to allow HLI to more effectively organize pro-life activism in the four 
corners of the world by working with energetic pro-life leaders from different 
regions of the globe.  In the following pages, you will: 

 learn the background of each HLI Regional Coordinator and his or her im-
pressive pro-life résumé;  

 get a glimpse of the successful week of training, brainstorming, and net-
working the coordinators took part in at HLI-Central in mid-July; and 

 hear amazing stories of the successes and challenges these coordinators 
have experienced while carrying out their pro-life work. 

Back row, left to right: Mario Rojas, George Wirnkar, Msgr. Ignacio Barreiro, Joseph Meaney, 
Raymond de Souza, Joannes Bucher, Emil Hagamu, John Fusto, Bill Williams.  Front row, left to 
right: John Martin, Magaly Llaguno, Marie Smith, Dr. Ligaya Acosta.
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HLI LaunCHes new RegIonaL CooRdInatoRs InItIatIve to CoveR tHe gLobe

In order to better serve the needs of the world’s mission fields for life, Human Life International has re-
cently assigned regional coordinators to oversee the major regions of the world. Some of these regional 
coordinators are dynamic leaders who have already been working in HLI’s mission fields; others have been 
brought on board because of their proven records of dedicated and competent pro-life apostolic activity. 
Thus far, the following areas have been identified for the oversight of regional coordinators: asia, europe, 
english-speaking east africa, French-speaking west africa, Portuguese-speaking countries, and 
spanish-speaking countries.

dR. LIgaYa aCosta, asIa

The region of Asia has been assigned to the capable care of Dr. Ligaya Acosta.  
Dr. Acosta makes her home in the Philippines, where for more than 28 years 
she had previously worked against the culture of life as a loyal government 
employee for the Department of Health.  During that time, she was a firm 
believer in population control and an avid promoter of contraceptives.  She 
also served for 15 years as manager of the Information-Education and Commu-
nication office and as a trainer for those working with AIDS/STD victims.  With 
a Doctorate in Management, and Bachelor degrees in Law and Social Work, she 
was well qualified for her government post.

In 2004, Dr. Acosta began to see the international pro-death propaganda 
for what it really was.  She began doing independent research (which in part 
included reference materials from HLI), and after nearly 3 decades as an avid 
promoter of contraceptives 

and population control, dr. acosta made a 180-degree turn 
and became a pro-life advocate and activist.

By the end of 2004, her conversion was complete.  
Then, with passion and resolve, she turned her attention to 
defending human life, faith, marriage, and the family, and 
to exposing the deadly deception of the culture of death that 
she had known all too well. She left her job and high-paying 
consultancies in February 2005 and began her new campaign 
for life. 

In 2007, Dr. Acosta joined the HLI team, and since then 
she has done extensive activism work in the Philippines, and 
she has made missionary trips to South Korea, Brunei, India, 
Nepal, Malaysia, and Laos. She has opened many doors for 
HLI in the Asian region, and we look forward to increased 
expansion and influence with her paving the way!

eMIL HagaMu, easteRn aFRICa

Emil Hagamu has served as HLI’s leader in Tanzania for many years, and he has graciously stepped into the 
larger shoes that will now take his talents farther out to expand across Eastern Africa. 

Emil earned a Bachelor degree in Education from the University of Dar es Salaam and a post graduate 
diploma in Management and Administration in Rhede, Germany. He also earned a degree from the Post Abor-
tion Counseling and Healing program at Rhathvinden College, Ireland.

Dr. Ligaya Acosta, Regional  
Coordinator for Asia.

Dr. Ligaya Acosta speaking to a Humanae Vitae confer-
ence crowd of about 20,000 at the University of Santo 
Tomas in Manila, Philippines, on July 25, 2008.
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After working as a teacher in various secondary schools and colleges in 
Tanzania, he joined the Bishops’ Conference there and served as the National 
Coordinator for the Christian Professionals of Tanzania.  For the next eight years, 
he served as the Executive Secretary for the National Council of the Catholic La-
ity. It was during this time that he became acquainted with the pro-life movement 
and was inspired to found Pro-life Tanzania in 1994 to specifically promote the 
life issues in his country according to the teachings of the Catholic Church. 

In 1996, Emil was invited to attend a Human Life International work-
shop in Johannesburg, South Africa. with the encouragement of HLI, he was 
motivated to expand his work in the pro-life apostolate, and for this purpose 
Pro-life Tanzania became affiliated with HLI in 1997.  With HLI’s ongoing 
support, Emil has been able to broaden the mission fields of his pro-life outreach 
throughout Tanzania and now beyond.  He and his team have travelled to liter-

ally every diocese of the whole 
country of Tanzania and have 
trained over 100,000 couples 
in NFP.  Emil was also responsible for the phenomenally successful 
“Faithful Condom User” billboard campaign.  (See HLI’s spring 2008 
edition of Frontlines for the full story.)

Emil has established a multi-faceted network that provides Tan-
zania with a full range of pro-life education programs and resources. 
He has the close collaboration of the Church hierarchy there; and he 
is a sought-after speaker, educator, and consultant for all life-related 
issues. Plus, he has a regular program on Tanzania’s Radio Maria, and 
through this medium he reaches untold numbers, even in remote areas. 

In his role as HLI Regional Coordinator for English-speaking 
Africa, Emil has already traveled to Malawi, Swaziland, and Mozambique. Everywhere he has gone, he has taken the 
Gospel of Life and has established good pro-life contacts, by either initiating or invigorating pro-life movements in 
these countries.

geoRge wIRnKaR, westeRn aFRICa

George Wirnkar is HLI’s regional coordinator for French-speaking West 
Africa and continues to serve as the leader of HLI Cameroon. 

Born into a Catholic family with nine children, George received 
his education from Christ the King College Tiko and Bishop Rogan Col-
lege/Junior Seminary in Buea, Cameroon.  He then entered St. Thomas 
Aquinas Major Seminary Bambui and received a Bachelor degree in 
Philosophy. After spending several years in seminary training, George 
discerned a vocation to the married state, and he now lives with his wife 
and daughter in Cameroon. Before beginning pro-life work full-time, 
George taught for two years at Bishop Rogan College/Junior Seminary 
and for one year at St. Paul Junior Seminary Mbalmayo in Cameroon. 

In 1996, George was invited to HLI’s leadership training course in 
Johannesburg, South Africa—along with Emil Hagamu and about 30 other 
pro-life leaders from 11 sub-Saharan African countries. not long after 

Emil Hagamu, Regional Coordinator 
for Eastern Africa.

George Wirnkar, Regional Coordinator  
for Western Africa.

Emil Hagamu broadcasts the Gospel of Life 
through the program Radio Maria.
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this, he, too, officially merged his pro-life work with Human Life International and became an affiliate. Like 
Emil, George has a good working relationship with the Church hierarchy and provides ongoing pro-life programs 
in his country. He has been especially effective at coordinating and providing a strong educational program for 
seminarians in Cameroon and in all of French-speaking Africa. Along with HLI-Central’s Joseph Meaney, George 
has expanded HLI missionary activities—especially in seminaries—in Rwanda, the Congo, Burundi, Mali, Sen-
egal, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Benin, Togo, Burkina Faso, the Ivory Coast, and Gabon.

RaYMond de souZa, PoRtuguese-sPeaKIng natIons

We are pleased to announce that the veteran Catholic evangelist and 
pro-lifer, Raymond de Souza, is teaming up with Human Life Interna-
tional to better serve the needs of Portuguese-speaking people of the 
world.

Raymond was born in Brazil and now makes his home in the 
U.S. with his wife, Thesesa, and their eight children.  As a Catholic 
evangelist, Raymond has spearheaded significant outreaches not only 
in Brazil but also in South Africa, New Zealand, Fiji, and Australia.  He 
heads St. Gabriel Communications and appears regularly on EWTN.

 In February 2007, Raymond traveled to Portugal with an HLI 
team to fight a national abortion referendum. There, he spoke in par-
ishes, appeared on television and radio programs, and held public de-
bates with abortionists.  In February 2008, he represented Fr. Thomas 
Euteneuer, addressing the first international conference in defense of 
human life held in Aparecida, Brazil.  As an HLI regional coordina-
tor, Raymond will focus his attention on bringing the Gospel of Life to 
Portuguese-speaking countries, including Mozambique, where HLI’s 
Emil Hagamu recently made significant inroads in spite of what was 
for him a language barrier. 

Joannes buCHeR, euRoPe

On the European front, Human Life International recently welcomed 
long-time pro-life activist Joannes Bucher, who resides in Salzburg, 
Austria, which is a strategic location for carrying out pro-life work in 
Europe. 

Joannes grew up in the area around Innsbruck Tyrol, Austria, 
and has Masters degrees in Theological Studies and in Catholic Edu-
cation from the University of Salzburg.  In 1998, he met HLI Aus-
tria’s Dietmar Fischer and has worked for the cause of life ever since: 
counselling women outside abortion clinics, training other counsel-
lors, working in public relations, and coordinating and participating 
in international pro-life congresses. In addition to running the Life 
Center in Salzburg, Lebenszentrum (www.hli.at), which boasts a 
perpetual adoration chapel dedicated to St. Maximilian Maria Kolbe, 
Joannes teaches Catholic Religion at the HAK, the Higher Institute for 
Economics. Joannes helped organize the first World Prayer Congress 
for Life in Fatima in 2006, and he is also one of the founders of the 
Salzburg Prayer Initiative (www.leben-in-fuelle.com).

Raymond de Souza, Regional  
Coordinator for Portuguese-speaking  

nations, with his wife, Theresa.

Joannes Bucher, Regional Coordinator  
for Europe.
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As an HLI regional coordinator, Joannes will oversee HLI’s work in nearly all European countries. He 
will be charged with spreading the “Helpers” model of prayer (as taught by the famous Monsignor Reilly) and 
coordinating any regional events, such as prayer conferences or HLI regional meetings.

MagaLY LLaguno, sPanIsH-sPeaKIng natIons

HLI’s regional director for Latin America and the Spanish-speak-
ing world is long time pro-lifer Magaly Llaguno, who arrived in 
the United States from Cuba with refugee status in 1959. Father 
Paul Marx recognized her abilities, and since 1984, when he 
asked her to found an Hispanic division for Human Life Interna-
tional, she has been overseeing this important and predominantly 
Catholic region of the world with skill and dedication.

PRePaRIng FoR tHe eXPansIon 

With this dynamic team of leaders, Human Life International 
has begun an ambitious and exciting method of expansion and 
effectiveness. to jumpstart this new phase of outreach with 
the greatest possible impact, all of the regional leaders were 
brought to HLI headquarters in Front Royal, VA, for meet-
ings, conferences, and prayer during the week of July 13-20. 

The leaders arrived on Sunday, July 13, and were escorted to HLI headquarters for dinner in the evening. 
This provided an opportunity for these global collaborators to get acquainted with each other and to share their 

experiences. 

Conferences began at 9:30 a.m. on Monday, 
July 14.  Each morning from July 14-18, HLI leaders 
attended a 2-hour session that covered such topics as 
the organization and operation of HLI, the planning of 
future projects, and the best use of electronic media for 
evangelizing.  Afternoon conferences were held from 
2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. and covered such topics as HLI 
publications/promotions policies and strategic planning. 
On Thursday, special guest Monsignor Ignacio Barreiro, 
HLI’s Vatican liaison, gave a presentation explaining 
HLI’s good working relationship with the Vatican and 
how this could be helpful in our missionary work.

Since HLI relies on the firm foundation of 
prayer for its missionary success, regional coordina-
tors joined the mid-day prayer and liturgy that are part 
of every work day at Human Life International.  These 
include exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with Ro-
sary and Benediction from 11:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., fol-
lowed by Mass at noon.  In the evenings, an additional 
two hours were dedicated to exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament and adoration from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

On Wednesday, July 16, all regional coordina-
tors went on a pilgrimage to the Basilica of the Nation-

Magaly Llaguno, Regional Coordinator  
for Spanish-speaking nations.

One blessing in doing pro-life/pro-family work 
around the world is that you meet the greatest hu-

man beings and Christians.  
In many ways they are all 
alike in their convictions, 
their opposition, their perse-
cution, their problems, and, 
I might say, their consola-
tions.  I find that there are no 
more committed Christians 
than those who are truly 
pro-life/pro-family; they see 

their work as quintessentially necessary for human-
ity and Church, since they are always dealing with 
the origins and development of both.  —Faithful 
for Life, page 131.

Fr. Paul Marx
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HLI and the Parliamentary Network for Critical Issues 
Mrs. Marie Smith and her husband, Congressman Chris Smith of New Jersey, have long been pro-life 
heroes. They have done marvelous work promoting respect for life in the USA, but they have a particular 
concern for the international pro-life cause. Recognizing a great need for an organization that encourages 
and supports pro-life legislators around the world, Marie Smith founded the Parliamentary Network for 

Critical Issues (PnCI) as a project of the Life Issues 
Institute. HLI has welcomed this excellent initiative, 
and we cooperate with PNCI in many ways.

While our regional coordinators were at HLI-
Central, we brought them to a briefing from Marie 
Smith on the activities of PNCI. She told us about the 
different pro-life working groups that they have created 
within various groups to do work similar to the pro-life 
caucus in the US Congress. In many countries such 
groups of lawmakers will be instrumental in preventing 
the attempts by the culture of death to legalize abor-
tion. In nations with anti-life laws, this is a first step in 
rolling back the culture of death legislatively. We also 
heard from Mario Rojas, who works with legislators 
from Latin America for PNCI. 

All of our HLI leaders in the various regions and countries of the world will be identifying good 
pro-life legislators and passing that information along to Marie Smith and PNCI. This is a wonderful new 
resource to have available in our international arsenal of pro-life strategies. We can also use this network 
of pro-lifers in the halls of power to distribute cutting edge pro-life research and findings from people like 
our very own Dr. Brian Clowes. Anti-life propaganda is frequently distributed to lawmakers in the devel-
oping world, and now we have a means of correcting that misinformation.

Regional coordinators met with Marie Smith (far right)
to discuss how the organization Parliamentary Network 
for Critical Issues (PnCI) will collaborate with HLI to 
encourage pro-life legislation around the world.  

Msgr. Ignacio Barreiro, HLI’s Vatican liaison.

al Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, DC. On 
the way to the Shrine, the pilgrims stopped at the office of Marie 
Smith, of the Parliamentary Network for Critical Issues, to 
discuss ideas for promoting the culture of life in their regions. 
(See insert below.)  Another highlight of the pilgrimage was a 
tour of the Shrine and Holy Mass in the side chapel of Pope St. 
Pius X, both of which were generously provided by Monsignor 
Barreiro.

HLI’s “daY wItH ouR LeadeRs” one-daY seMInaR

The week’s events concluded on Saturday, July 19, when HLI 
hosted a special “Day with our Leaders” event for friends and 
benefactors at the Franciscan Monastery in Washington, D.C. With 
brief presentations from each regional coordinator, attendees of 
the seminar were given a truly global perspective on the culture of 
death and how it is being confronted by HLI in every area of the world.  
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Dr. Ligaya Acosta shared her inspiring conversion story, explaining how for 28 years, while working 
for the Philippines Department of Health, she considered HLI her “mortal enemy.”  Since her conver-
sion and her subsequent joining of the HLI team, her former employer has tried to tempt her back to her 
previous work, with promises of great wealth, but Dr. Acosta refuses to go back! Since becoming an HLI 
regional coordinator in November 2007, she has already been a missionary for life to seven countries, and 
she plans to visit many more.

Joannes bucher, HLI’s newest regional coordinator for Europe, told an amazing story that happened one 
day after he had gone sidewalk-counseling outside an abortion mill in Austria. He and his fellow counsel-
ors had worked outside the mill all day with no apparent success. They went for a walk, and Joannes took 

out a frisbee with which they began to play. A woman 
with a baby walked by, and he asked her if she would 
like to play with them. She agreed and later asked if 
she and Joannes knew one another. He did not recog-
nize her, but the woman thought he had once handed 
her some brochures as she went inside an abortion 
mill. She was right. the woman introduced Joannes 
to her baby boy, Oliver, who he had helped rescue 
and who then became his godson. 

Magaly Llaguno, Executive Director of HLI’s Miami 
office, Vida Humana Internacional, discussed HLI’s 
Hispanic outreach program. She told the attendees 
about HLI’s involvement in Mexico City’s recent de-
bate to legalize abortion. Since it is illegal for citizens 
of other nations to demonstrate against the government 

in Mexico City, pro-lifers who were visiting Mexico to participate in an international pro-life conference 
were threatened with incarceration if they demonstrated and spoke up publicly against pending anti-
life legislation. As a result, hundreds of protesters marched on the city with tape over their mouths 
to show their opposition to legalizing abortion and to being slienced, while citizens of Mexico City 
marched in the thousands against the proposed anti-life legislation.

emil Hagamu, of HLI’s English-speaking Africa region, 
spoke of the numerous ways he introduces the public to 
the Gospel of Life, which includes using radio, televi-
sion, and speaking engagements. Emil also related his 
experiences with the condom billboard campaign that 
HLI launched in Tanzania several months ago. These 
billboards provided a stark contrast to the misleading 
pro-condom billboards and created a firestorm of contro-
versy in that country. The controversy became so ex-
treme that Emil’s life was threatened!

george wirnkar leads HLI in French-speaking Africa. 
He told of the many challenges faced by pro-lifers in 
that region, including the Maputo Protocol, International 
Planned Parenthood Federation, China’s training of Af-
ricans on population policy, and the media that too often 
side with the culture of death. even in the face of this 
opposition, HLI is expanding in this region at an exciting and unexpected rate.  Since the first Semi-

Fr. Thomas Euteneuer addresses friends and benefactors at 
HLI’s July 19th “Day with Our Leaders” Seminar.

George Wirnkar speaks of challenges in the mission  
fields of French-speaking Africa.
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“The Angels and Family Peace” 
by Fr. Thomas Euteneuer is our 
gift to you this month in apprecia-
tion for your financial support of 
$49 or more!

narians for Life International Institute in this region—held in 2005—HLI has been able to expand to where 
it now has a presence in 11 West African countries.

This event also provided an oportunity for the coordinators to interact with their supporters from the Unit-
ed States and to thank them for their generosity.  The seminar included a tour of the beautiful monastery 
grounds and concluded with an animated question and answer session, followed by an evening Mass. 

Dear friends, HLI’s regional coordinators have taken on the impressive task of preaching the Gospel of 
Life to peoples all across the globe, in their native and foreign tongues.  If you take out a map and plot 
the regions for which these coordinators are responsible, you can see that we are aiming to reach most of 
the world.  You can also see that they have an incredible challenge in front of themselves.  But, with your 
continued financial and spiritual support, and by the grace of God, they will bring about numerous more 
advances for the culture of life.  

God bless you always! 

          
Rev. Thomas J. Euteneuer 

           President

P.s.— In gratitude for your contribution of $49 or more to HLI’s world-
wide mission for life, I would like to send you my CD talk entitled tHe 
angeLs and FaMILY PeaCe, where I explain the role of angels as 
executors of the will of God and how to develop a deeper friendship with 
them.  

The angels live in an invisible world more sophisticated than ours.  If we 
could see with spiritual eyes, we would see them all around us!  The 
angels have a greater amount of freedom than humans and are above us 
in the hierarchy of being.  They will use this freedom to strengthen and 
assist us in our lives if we only approach them and ask for their help. 

In this talk, I share what the early theologians—the fathers of the 
Church—wrote about the angels.  I explain their role as servants of the 
Church, in which they help us present our prayers to God; their role as 
messengers of God, like Gabriel was during the Annunciation; and their 
role as spiritual warriors.  I also reveal my seven Principles for Friend-
ship with the Holy Angels.  The angels truly are powerful friends and 
supporters to help us in our spiritual journey to God!

Angels seek to help us save our souls.  They are spiritually strong and 
pure and help us grow into a more adult relationship with the Lord.  They 
safeguard marriage and family from all degrading influences.  We only 
need to recognize them and ask for their intercession.  

Please send your donation of $49 or more today and learn how the holy angels can help you and your 
family gain strength and peace in your lives.  


